WOLLASTON LAKE ROAD
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

' Wollaston
¥ 9,

Submitted to Saskatchewan
Environmental Assessm

Submitted By
Saskatchewan Highways an

May 2007




Saskatchewan

Prince Albert, Sask.
S6V 6G1

(306) 953-3509 Phone
(306) 953-3533 Fax

May 16, 2007 Our File: N.E.I.S
Wollaston EIS

= Highways and Northern Region 800 Central Avenue
f Transportation Box 3003

Randy Seguin

Director

Environmental Assessment Branch
Saskatchewan Environment
486-3211 Albert Street

Regina, Sask.

S4S 5W6

Dear Mr. Seguin:

Re: Wollaston Lake Road Environmental Impact Statement

In accordance with the Environmental Assessment Act and the “PROJECT
SPECIFIC-GUIDELINES FOR THE PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT AND CANADIAN ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
ACT COMPREHENSIVE STUDY SCOPING CONSULTATION DOCUMENT for
AN ALL-WEATHER ROAD INTO THE COMMUNITY OF WOLLASTON LAKE
FROM HIGHWAY 905” Saskatchewan Highways and Transportation hereby submits
the final version of this document entitled “WOLLASTON LAKE ROAD
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT”

The steering committee is seeking environmental approval for development of the
south route as presented in the Environmental Impact Statement.

Should you have any inquiries concerning this document, please contact the
undersigned at (306) 953-3509 or Jeff Horan at (306) 953-3565.

Sincerely,

Gordon King, P.Eng.
Regional Executive Director, Northern Region

cc. Jeff Horan, Design Project Manager
b.c.c. Terry Schmidt, ADM Operations



WOLLASTON LAKE ROAD
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Submitted to:

Saskatchewan Environment —
Environmental Assessment Branch

Submitted by:

Saskatchewan Highways & Transportation
Northern Region

800 Central Avenue

Box 3003
Prince Albert, SK S6V 6G1

May 2007



Stantec

WOLLASTON LAKE ROAD ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Table of Contents

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY E.l
1.0 INTRODUCTION L.ttt ettt e e e e st e e e e e e e e s st eaeaeeeesssnsbbeeeeeeeaeeaaaansnaneeeeeeas 1.1
1.1 BACKGROUND ..ottt et e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e s annbeae e e e e e e e e s anssnnneeeeeens 1.1
1.2 PROJECT NEED AND PURPOSE ......cotiiiiiiiiiiite ettt a e anaananaaa e 1.1
1.3 PROJECT SCOPE..... ..ttt ettt e e e e e e st e e e e e e e s e bbb e e eeeeas 1.3
1.4 ASSESSMENT SCOPE.....coi oottt e e e e e e e e e e s eeeaee s 1.3
1.5 PURPOSE AND STRUCTURE OF THE EA ... ..ottt 14
2.0 PROJECT NEED AND ALTERNATIVES.......co ittt a e 2.1
2.1 PROJECT NEED ....ooiiiiitee ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e nnbbee s 2.1
2.2 CURRENT TRANSPORTATION SERVICES .......ooottiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 2.2
221 27 U0 |1 oo TR PP PP PP P RTPPPPPPPP 2.2
222 EXiSting RO SYStEM ... 2.3
2.2.3 ICE ROA. ... 2.4
2.3 ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROJECT ....oiiiiiiei ettt e e n e e e e e e e e 2.4
231 LYo 10 11 g1 0 U1 = 2.4
2.3.2 NOITN ROULE.....ceiiiiie et e e e e e e s e eeaaeas 2.4
2.3.3 NOIth/SOUth COMPATISON ..ceviiiiiiiiiieie e 2.4
2.4 EVALUATION OF ROUTE ALTERNATIVES. ...t 2.5
24.1 Environmental and Socio-Economic Considerations...........cccccoeeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeee. 2.6
24.2 Engineering and Cost CoNSIAerations .........cccoooiiooioooiiee e 2.6
2.4.3 Route Summary and COMPAIiSON..........cciiiieeriieiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeiias e e e e eeeennr e eeeeeeees 2.6
244 The North and SOUth ROULES ........uuiiiiiiiee e 2.7
3.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION ...eiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiete ettt e e e e e s s e e e e e e e e s snnnnenees 3.1
3.1 INTRODUCGCTION L.iiiiiiiiiiiitiiii ittt e e e e e st e e e e e e e e s s e e e e e e e eeeaaaanssneeeeaaeaeeesannnreees 3.1
3.2 PROJECT SCHEDULE AND PLANNING PHASE ......ccoiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 3.1
3.3 ROAD CONSTRUCTION. . .tttittieeeiiiiitiitt ettt a e et e e e e e e e s s bbb e e e e e e e e s e nnnnneeeees 3.3
3.3.1 ANCIIANY FEATUIES ...t e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eaeaens 3.7
3.4 MAINTENANCE .....co ittt e e e ettt e e e e e e e e s bbb e e e e e e e e e annnbeeees 3.9
3.5 ROAD ABANDONMENT ....cettttiieeiiiiiit ittt e e e e e e e e s e st e e e e e e e e s s annabereeeaaeeeeeannnneees 3.10
3.6 MANPOWER AND CONTRACTING POLICIES......cctttiieeiiiiiiiiieeee e 3.11
3.6.1 Pre-Tender and Pre-Construction Procedures ... 3.11
3.6.2 Projected Labour ReqUIrEMENLS .......coooiiiiiii i, 3.12
3.6.3 Northern Employment POlICIES.........coooeiiiiiii 3.13
3.6.4 (230 [o [T o [ d o Tt =To [N =TT 3.13
3.6.5 ] (1 ES I = UL 11 o PSP 3.14
3.6.6 EmPIloyment MONITOTING ......coooiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 3.14
3.7 ROADWAY MANAGEMENT PLAN ..ottt e e e e e ssiaaeee e e e e e e s 3.14

pg w:\active\113253006\enviromental_assessment\report\environmental_impact_statement\eis_final_may_2007\eis_may_2007.doc |



Stantec

WOLLASTON LAKE ROAD ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
Table of Contents

3.7.1 FUNAING e 3.14
3.7.2 Operation and Maintenance Responsibilities...........cccccceviiieiiiveicii e, 3.14
3.8 ACCESS CONTROL.....uiiiiiiiiiie e e e ettt e e e e et e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e s saaa b e aaaaeeesennsnrneees 3.15
3.9 FUTURE OF THE EXISTING FERRY ...ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee et 3.17
B LOSUMMARY L.ttt ettt e e e e e e e sttt e e e e e e e e aa sttt e eeeeeeeeaa s e aa et eeeaeeeaaannarnrataaeeeeennnnnrreees 3.18
4.0 BIOPHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT ... .iiiitiiiiiie oottt e e st ee e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e nnnnnneees 4.1
4.1 INTRODUCTION ...oiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiii it e e e e e e e e st e e e e e e s s s st a e e e eaaeeaaasssassaaeaaeeeesennsnnees 4.1
4.2 PHYSIOGRAPHY .ttt e e e st e e e e e e e e e bbbt e e e e e e e e nnnbbene s 4.1
42.1 (€ T=To)] [0 )2 4.2
4.2.2 ClMALE ... 4.2
4.3 NATURAL VEGETATION ....uttiiiiiie ettt e e e e s et e e e e e e e e e snanaaaaaaaeeeeesnnnnnnnees 4.3
4.3.1 Vegetation COMMUNILIES.........uuuiiiii e e e e e e e e 4.3
4.3.2 Rare Plant SUIVEY ........coooi i, 4.5
A4 WILDLIFE ...ttt e e e e e e e ettt et e e e e e e e a e e e e aaeeeaanssbaneeaaeeeeeennnees 4.11
44.1 IMBIMIMAUS ... e e e e e e e e e e e s s eeeaeeeas 4.11
4.4.2 BIrdS e 4.13
443 Reptiles and AMpPhibians ... 4.15
4.5 AQUATIC RESOURCES ......ooiiiiiiiiiiiitiie ittt e e e e e e e e e e e annes 4.15
45.1 Existing Background Information ... 4.15
45.2 Aquatic Field Program - Methods ...........cciiiiiiiiiiiicii e 4.16
45.3 Aquatic Field Program - RESUILS ............uuuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 4.18
4.6 VALUED ECOSYSTEM COMPONENTS (VECS) ...ciiiiiieiiiiiiiiiieeee e eeciiieeea e 4.31
A7 SUMMARY ...ttt ettt e e e e oottt et e e e e s e s e ea e e e eeeee e e e s bt eeaaaaeeeeeannrrrraaeaaeeeaaanns 4.32
5.0 LAND USE AND THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT .....ccooiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 5.1
5.1 INTRODUGCTION ..ottt ettt e ettt e e e e e e s st a et e e e e e e e e s s bbb b et e e e e e e e e nnnnnneees 5.1
5.2 REGIONAL OVERVIEW ..ottt ettt e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e nnnnneees 5.1
5.2.1 DEMOGraphiCS.. .o 5.2
5.2.2 Regional Employment StatiStiCS .........ooooiiiiiiie i 5.2
5.2.3 CommUNILY ProfileS........ueii i e 5.6
5.3 HEALTH SERVICES. ... ..ottt ettt e e e et e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e nsrenees 5.7
5.4 SAFETY ISSUES ...ttt e e e e st e e e e e e e e e bbb ee s 5.8
5.5 TRANSPORTATION ECONOMICS.......citiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt e e e e e s e e e e e e e s e nnnsneeees 5.9
5.5.1 EConOmMICS Of BargiNg ....cccooeeeieee e 5.9
5.6 LAND AND RESOURCE USE ..ottt ettt e e s e e e e e e e e 5.10
5.6.1 Trapping and HUNLING .......uuviiiiiiii e aaeeannaaannane 5.10
5.6.2 FISNBIIES e 5.11
5.6.3 B O OUIISIM e 5.11
5.6.4 Heritage Rivers, Protected Ar€as ........ccccovviiiiiiiiiiiiii et 5.12
5.6.5 Land UsSe PIANNING........uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt 5.12
5.6.6 Mineral DeVvelOpPMENTS ....ccooi i 5.13
5.7 HERITAGE RESOURCES.......coi ittt 5.14
5.8 SUMMARY ...ttt ettt ettt e e e oottt e e e e e e e sttt et e e e e e e e a e e e e e et e e e e e e annbrreeaaeaeeeeannnnreeees 5.15

pg w:\active\113253006\enviromental_assessment\report\environmental_impact_statement\eis_final_may_2007\eis_may_2007.doc I



Stantec

WOLLASTON LAKE ROAD ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
Table of Contents

6.0 PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROGRAM ....ooiiiiiiiiitititt ettt a e e e e e e e e e nnnneneees 6.1
6.1 INTRODUGCTION ..oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e e e ettt e e e e e e s s et e e e e e s s ssssseaeeeeeeeeeeaannsssaseeeaaaeaeesnnnnsnes 6.1
6.2 TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE GATHERING .......outiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 6.1
6.3 WOLLASTON LAKE OPEN HOUSE ......cotiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt 6.2
6.3.1 MEAIA COVEIAGE. ... e ittt e ettt e e et e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e reeeeeeas 6.3
6.4 OTHER COMMENTS ...ttt e et e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e s ane e e e e e eeeeeannnnneeees 6.3
6.4.1 =1 (1 (o] o TP PP PRI 6.4
6.4.2 Local/Regional GOVEINMENT ......ccoeeiii e 6.4
6.4.3 SPOrt FISNING OPEratOrS......ccciiieiiiiiii e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eaeeaaas 6.4
8.5 SUMMARY ...ttt ettt e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e e e ——————aaaeeeeaa—————araaaeeaaaannnraan 6.6
6.5.1 General CoNCIUSIONS. .......cooiii 6.6
6.5.2 S0OCI0-€CONOMIC EFfECES ... 6.6
7.0 POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS ... ..ottt 7.1
7.1 INTRODUCGCTION ..ottt e ettt e e e e e e e st eeaee e e e s s ssseaaeeeeeeeesaannssssseeeaaaeaeesnnnenees 7.1
7.2 BIOPHYSICAL EFFECTS. ..ottt ettt e et e e e e e e e s et a e e e e e e e e e nnnnsneees 7.3
7.2.1 Physiographic ENVIFONMENT .........cooiiiiiiiii e e e e e e eeees 7.3
7.2.2 VEGETALION ...ttt ————— 7.5
7.2.3 LT o L1 = RSP PRRPPR 7.7
724 Aquatic ENVIFONMENt ... 7.10
7.3 SOCIOECONOMIC EFFECTS ...ttt ettt a e e e e e e 7.12
7.3.1 Regional Transportation............coooeeiioiie e 7.17
7.4 ACCIDENTS AND MALFUNCTIONS ....oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiee et 7.18
7.5 ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS ON THE PROJECT ....ccooiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 7.19
7.6 CUMULATIVE EFFECTS ..oiiiiiiiiieeiiiiiiiieit et e e sttt e e e e e e e s st ee e e e e e s s aannnnssaneaaaeeeennnnnnnes 7.19
7.7 BIODIVERSITY ottt et e e e e e ettt e e e e e e e bbb e e e e e e e e e e nbbeeeees 7.21
7.8 RESOURCE SUSTAINABILITY ..ottt ettt e e e a e e e e e e e 7.23
7.9 SUMMARY OF EFFECTS ..ooiiiiiiii ittt ettt e e e st e e e e e e e s s nnnsaeaeeaaaeeeennnnnnnes 7.23
8.0 MITIGATION MEASURES ......coo ittt e e e e e e e e e e 8.1
8.1 INTRODUCTION ..ottt ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e s st e e e e e e e e e e aasnnaareaeaaeeeeesnnnneees 8.1
8.2 PERMITTING AND APPROVALS ..ottt e e e e e e e e e e s e nnnneneees 8.1
8.3 ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING......uttiiiitieiaiiiiiiiiiire e e e e esiteeee e e e e e e s asnnneeeeaaaeeeaennnseeeees 8.2
8.3.1 Project Commitments REQIStEr ......cccoveeiiie i, 8.2
8.4 MITIGATION OF BIOPHYSICAL EFFECTS ... .ottt 8.3
8.4.1 Physiographic ENVIFONMENT .........cooiiiiiiiii e e e e e e e eeees 8.3
8.4.2 Y 4=ToT=T o 1 o] o F T PP PP PPPPPPPPPPPPN 8.5
8.4.3 LT o L1 =P PRERPR 8.6
8.4.4 AQUALIC ENVIFONMENT.......coiiiiiiiii e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 8.8
8.5 MITIGATION OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC EFFECTS .....ovviiiiiiiieiieiiieeiieeeieeeeeeeaeeeveeeseeeeeeeeeeeees 8.9
8.6 MITIGATION AT TEMPORARY WORK CAMPS......coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee et 8.13
8.7 HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES AND SPILL CONTROL .....ccvviiiiiiieee e 8.14
8.8 RECLAMATION MEASURES. .......coi ittt ettt e e e e e e e e e e e nnnnnees 8.15

pg w:\active\113253006\enviromental_assessment\report\environmental_impact_statement\eis_final_may_2007\eis_may_2007.doc 1



Stantec

WOLLASTON LAKE ROAD ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
Table of Contents

8.8.1 Gravel and Borrow Pit Reclamation............cccovvvviiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeee 8.15

8.8.2 SN V=T o 1] 7= 1o o N 8.15

8.8.3 Erosion and Sediment Control — Best Management Practices.......................... 8.16
8.9 SUMMARY OF MITIGATION MEASURES ...ttt 8.16
8. L0RESIDUAL EFFECTS . ... ittt ettt e e et e e e e e e e e s ra e e e e e e e e e annneees 8.17
9.0 FOLLOW-UP PROGRAM AND CONCLUSION ....cciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee et 9.1
9.1 INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE .....cottiiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt 9.1
9.2 CONSTRUCTION PHASE .....cotiiiii ittt e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e nnnseneees 9.1
9.3 POST CONSTRUCTION AND “STATE OF THE ROAD” REPORT .......ccvvvvveeeiiiiiiiiieeen. 9.2
.4 CONCLUSION ...eeitiiie ettt ettt e e et e e e e e e e e ettt bttt e e e e e e s e aebbb bt e e e e e e e e e annbbeeees 9.3
OO 21 (@ 1] AN PP 10.1
APPENDICES

A Detailed Project Specific Guidelines

B Project Description Drawings

C Ecological Maps

D Stream Crossing Descriptions

E Traditional Knowledge and Resource Use maps

F Public Consultation Information

G Heritage Resource Impact Assessment

LIST OF TABLES

Page
221 Wollaston Lake Barge TraffiC...........ooeoiiiiiiiiiiiie e 2.2
222 Wollaston Lake Estimated Freight VOIUMES ... 2.3
2.2.3 Anticipated Effects to Freighting ... 2.3
241 Engineering and Cost CONSIAEIALIONS ........cccuuvviiiiiieeeeee e 2.6
2.4.2 Summary of Alternative ROULES ........ciii i e 2.7
3.21 Wollaston Lake All-Season Road Project Schedule ...........cccvvvviiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiinnnnnns 3.1
3.6.1 Estimated Employment — Construction TasKS ..........cccovviiiviiiiiiiieeiiiiiiiieeeeeeenn 3.11
43.1 Summary of Rare Plant RECOIAS ............uuvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiseeiesieesereseeeeseeesnenennnn, 4.6
4.3.2 Rare Plant Inventory, Wollaston Lake Road............cccccooeee i, 49
451 Fish Species in the Wollaston Lake Area ... 4.16
45.2 Criteria for Assessing Fisheries Potential ...........ccooooovviiiiiiiii e 4.17
45.3 Summary of Stream Crossing Analyses for the Shared, North, and South Routes
........................................................................................................................... 4.19
454 Summary of Fisheries Potential for the Shared, North and South Routes......... 4.24
455 Fish Species KNOWN t0 OCCUL ......ccoooiiiiiii i, 4.24

pg w:\active\113253006\enviromental_assessment\report\environmental_impact_statement\eis_final_may_2007\eis_may_2007.doc v



Stantec

WOLLASTON LAKE ROAD ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
Table of Contents

4.5.6
4.5.7
4.5.8
4.5.9
4.5.10
4511
4.6.1
4.7.1

521
5.2.2
5.7.1

7.1.1
7.2.1
7.2.2
7.9.1

8.5.1
8.8.1
8.10.1

9.1.1

Water Surface Area and Maximum Depth of Five Lakes sampled in 2005 ....... 4.26
Water Quality of Five Lakes Testnetted in 2005........ccccooeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeiiinn, 4.26
Catch Data by Lake and Mesh SizeS........cccccccvvvviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee, 4.27
Population Status Based on 100m of Gillnet ..............coooeeeei e 4.30
Comparison of Numbers of Fish Caught per 100m of Gillnet ...............ccc.eeee. 4.30
Summary of Gamefish Population Status in Five Lakes 2005................cccevvee. 4.31
Valued ECOSYStEM COMPONENTS......cciiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e et e e e e e e e e e 4.31
Summary Comparison of Resources Along the South and North Routes ......... 4.32
Employment StatistiCS........ccooeeeiii i 5.4
Businesses and Organizations in Wollaston Lake and Hatchet Lake.................. 5.7
Heritage Resource Sites and Development Recommendations........................ 5.15
Project/Environment Potential Interaction MatriX .............ccccvvvvieeeeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeennn 7.2
Estimated Emissions from Construction Equipment ..., 7.4
Estimated Area of Forest Cover Type Lost to ROW Construction...................... 7.6
Environmental Effects Summary Table.............cccoee i 7.24
Heritage Resource Site and Development Recommendations.......................... 8.12
Best Management Practices — Erosion and Sediment Control.......................... 8.16
Residual EffeCtS ..o 8.17
Follow-up Program: Post CoNStruCtion ............cooeeeei i, 9.4

LIST OF FIGURES

1.1
1.2

2.1
2.2

4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4a-e

5.1
5.2

Follows page

Proposed Route ARREINALIVES ...........uviiiiiiiieieiie e 1.3
Regional StUAY ArCa .....ccoo i 14
Existing All-weather and Winter Road NetWork .............ooccvviiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeenn 2.1
Northern SaskatChewan...... ... 2.3
ECOIBUIONS ...t e e e e e e 4.1
Vegetation COMMUNILIES .........u e a e e e e e e e e e e e eeas 4.3
Stream Crossing 1dentifiCation .............coovieiiiiiin e e 4.8
Test Net and LImMNOIOgy StatiONS ...........uvuuuiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiriiiiiiniinnnes 4.25
Mineral Claims and Leases, March 2006..........ccuvveueeeeeeeieeeeeeee e e eeeeaeenees 5.13
ArchaeologiCal SITES .....uuuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e aaaaaana 5.15

pg w:\active\113253006\enviromental_assessment\report\environmental_impact_statement\eis_final_may_2007\eis_may_2007.doc \



Stantec
WOLLASTON LAKE ROAD ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

1.0 Introduction

11 BACKGROUND

The proposed project involves the construction of a 106 kilometer all-weather road from
Highway 905 to the community of Wollaston Lake, located in the northeastern portion of
Saskatchewan, Canada.

The proposed project is subject to environmental assessment under both the provincial
Environmental Assessment Act and the federal Canadian Environmental Assessment Act. The
project is subject to a comprehensive study under the federal Act. The Province of
Saskatchewan and the Government of Canada have agreed to review the project cooperatively
as per the Canada-Saskatchewan Agreement on Environmental Assessment Cooperation.

Saskatchewan Highways and Transportation (DHT) is the proponent of this project. However,
the project has been guided by a project steering committee comprised of representatives from
DHT, Athabasca Economic Development and Training Corporation (AEDTC), the Prince Albert
Grand Council (PAGC), and Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC).

1.2 PROJECT NEED AND PURPOSE

The project is needed because the communities of Wollaston Lake and Hatchet Lake First
Nation (Hatchet Lake) are currently accessible only by ice road, barge, or air. The ice road
operates from early January to the end of March. The barge serves the community from early
June to early October. Wollaston Lake and Hatchet Lake rely heavily on air transportation for
both time sensitive freight and passenger transportation. Air transportation is the only mode
available year round. These are unreliable, often unsafe, and expensive (air) access methods.
Therefore, the primary purpose of the all-weather road is to provide year round access to the
growing Wollaston Lake community for passenger vehicles and trucks. The all-weather road is
intended to provide a reliable means of transportation for the Northern Settlement of Wollaston
Lake and the Hatchet Lake Denesuline First Nation (Hatchet Lake) and will connect Highway
905 to Wollaston Lake. The Wollaston Lake Road will replace the ice road and barge system.

Improved transportation services are needed to service the growing community. The all-
weather road will support economic development opportunities such as tourism, commercial
fishing and other small businesses in a more reliable, less expensive, and safer manner than
the community is currently experiencing.

A recent announcement by the Premier Lorne Calvert highlights the need for the road. As noted
in the November 23, 2005 news release:

Premier Lorne Calvert announced today the most significant investment in transportation
infrastructure for northern Saskatchewan in the province's history.
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The province will invest $65.5 million, over five years, in Roads to Prosperity —
Saskatchewan's Northern Economic Infrastructure Strategy, to provide the economic
and social connections northern citizens need for future prosperity.

"This visionary plan is the key to unlocking the vast potential of northern Saskatchewan,"
Calvert said. "Our new northern transportation network will not only allow for the free
flow of goods, services and people that are the lifeblood of social and economic
development; it will also involve northern communities and industry in the advancement
of a skilled labour force. How the road is built is as important as the road itself."

The Northern Economic Infrastructure Strategy, developed by Saskatchewan Highways
and Transportation at the request of Premier Calvert, is based on four key pillars:

e Providing lasting employment in the north through "capacity building" that will
help generate a skilled and efficient labour force;

e Upgrading existing roads and airports, and building new infrastructure to develop
a principle northern road system that serves as the core network for northern
Saskatchewan, and improves connections to the broader provincial
transportation system;

¢ Enhancing community access to the principle northern system; and

¢ An innovative financing strategy that will leverage the province's $65.5 million
commitment to generate additional investments from the federal government and
industry partners.

Major projects include:

e The construction of an all-weather road between La Loche and Fort McMurray,
announced by Premier Lorne Calvert and Alberta Premier Ralph Klein on
September 15th; and

¢ All-weather roads to be developed in the Athabasca Basin.

In addition to connecting people with jobs, and industries with resources, northern roads
allow families to reach broader education and healthcare services, and link communities
with each other and the world.

"Now is the time, in this our centennial year, to connect our northern residents to the rest
of the province, advancing their social and economic development opportunities,”
Calvert said. "In so doing, this strategy will generate prosperity not only for the north, but
the province as a whole." (http://www.gov.sk.ca/newsrel/releases/2005/11/23-1071.html)

The winter of 2005-06 has provided an example of why an all-weather road is required. Warm
weather has prevented the formation of ice roads to the communities of Wollaston Lake, Fond-
du-Lac, and Uranium City. The lack of a winter road has cut off the normal winter transportation
and supply routes and the communities are facing shortages of fuel and food. By January 2006,
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