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1.0 Introduction  

1.1 BACKGROUND 

The proposed project involves the construction of a 106 kilometer all-weather road from 
Highway 905 to the community of Wollaston Lake, located in the northeastern portion of 
Saskatchewan, Canada. 

The proposed project is subject to environmental assessment under both the provincial 
Environmental Assessment Act and the federal Canadian Environmental Assessment Act.  The 
project is subject to a comprehensive study under the federal Act.  The Province of 
Saskatchewan and the Government of Canada have agreed to review the project cooperatively 
as per the Canada-Saskatchewan Agreement on Environmental Assessment Cooperation.   

Saskatchewan Highways and Transportation (DHT) is the proponent of this project.  However, 
the project has been guided by a project steering committee comprised of representatives from 
DHT, Athabasca Economic Development and Training Corporation (AEDTC), the Prince Albert 
Grand Council (PAGC), and Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC).    

1.2 PROJECT NEED AND PURPOSE 

The project is needed because the communities of Wollaston Lake and Hatchet Lake First 
Nation (Hatchet Lake) are currently accessible only by ice road, barge, or air. The ice road 
operates from early January to the end of March.  The barge serves the community from early 
June to early October.  Wollaston Lake and Hatchet Lake rely heavily on air transportation for 
both time sensitive freight and passenger transportation.  Air transportation is the only mode 
available year round.  These are unreliable, often unsafe, and expensive (air) access methods.  
Therefore, the primary purpose of the all-weather road is to provide year round access to the 
growing Wollaston Lake community for passenger vehicles and trucks.  The all-weather road is 
intended to provide a reliable means of transportation for the Northern Settlement of Wollaston 
Lake and the Hatchet Lake Denesuline First Nation (Hatchet Lake) and will connect Highway 
905 to Wollaston Lake.   The Wollaston Lake Road will replace the ice road and barge system. 

Improved transportation services are needed to service the growing community.  The all-
weather road will support economic development opportunities such as tourism, commercial 
fishing and other small businesses in a more reliable, less expensive, and safer manner than 
the community is currently experiencing. 

A recent announcement by the Premier Lorne Calvert highlights the need for the road.  As noted 
in the November 23, 2005 news release: 

Premier Lorne Calvert announced today the most significant investment in transportation 
infrastructure for northern Saskatchewan in the province's history. 
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The province will invest $65.5 million, over five years, in Roads to Prosperity – 
Saskatchewan's Northern Economic Infrastructure Strategy, to provide the economic 
and social connections northern citizens need for future prosperity. 

"This visionary plan is the key to unlocking the vast potential of northern Saskatchewan," 
Calvert said. "Our new northern transportation network will not only allow for the free 
flow of goods, services and people that are the lifeblood of social and economic 
development; it will also involve northern communities and industry in the advancement 
of a skilled labour force. How the road is built is as important as the road itself." 

The Northern Economic Infrastructure Strategy, developed by Saskatchewan Highways 
and Transportation at the request of Premier Calvert, is based on four key pillars: 

• Providing lasting employment in the north through "capacity building" that will 
help generate a skilled and efficient labour force;  

• Upgrading existing roads and airports, and building new infrastructure to develop 
a principle northern road system that serves as the core network for northern 
Saskatchewan, and improves connections to the broader provincial 
transportation system; 

• Enhancing community access to the principle northern system; and  

• An innovative financing strategy that will leverage the province's $65.5 million 
commitment to generate additional investments from the federal government and 
industry partners. 

Major projects include: 

• The construction of an all-weather road between La Loche and Fort McMurray, 
announced by Premier Lorne Calvert and Alberta Premier Ralph Klein on 
September 15th; and  

• All-weather roads to be developed in the Athabasca Basin. 

In addition to connecting people with jobs, and industries with resources, northern roads 
allow families to reach broader education and healthcare services, and link communities 
with each other and the world. 

"Now is the time, in this our centennial year, to connect our northern residents to the rest 
of the province, advancing their social and economic development opportunities," 
Calvert said. "In so doing, this strategy will generate prosperity not only for the north, but 
the province as a whole."  (http://www.gov.sk.ca/newsrel/releases/2005/11/23-1071.html) 

The winter of 2005-06 has provided an example of why an all-weather road is required.  Warm 
weather has prevented the formation of ice roads to the communities of Wollaston Lake, Fond-
du-Lac, and Uranium City.  The lack of a winter road has cut off the normal winter transportation 
and supply routes and the communities are facing shortages of fuel and food.  By January 2006, 

http://www.gov.sk.ca/newsrel/releases/2005/11/23-1071.html



